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Dead Sea Scroll (detail)

fromtheDepartment of
Antiquities ofJordan.
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ifit had been written yesterday. The Hebrew
hung from its guidelines like ornaments of a
stark and timeless kind, suspended in its air
of invincibility. Panel after panel the museum
helpedyou along with blow-ups of the featured
piece, accompanied with commentary on its
significance and translations of selected lines.
Ofparticular interest to readers ofletter Arts
Reviewwould be the fragments ofJob Targum
for its visible stitching where animal skins were
pieced together to make a scroll (one fragment
even bears a strand of runaway thread), and the
fragments of Paleo-Leviticus whose signifi cantly
sloped paleo-Hebrew script-the exclusive hand
of the First Temple period before the Babylonian
exile and Diaspora-differs significantly from
the more angular, squarish bookhand in most of
the other scrolls. (The scribes reserved the use of
paleo-Hebrew for their copies ofbooks from the
Torah.) An hour or so later, it was hard to imagine
there was anything left to see.

As a kind ofcoda to the scrolls, the exhibit
broughtyou up to date with examples of the
scribal tradition as it has carried on since
Qumran: eleventh-century folios of the
Pentateuch from the National Library ofRussia;
video footage ofa contemporary scribe in
Ethiopia preparing his parchment and copying
the book of Psalms on his Iap, perhaps in the

same way the scribes at Qumran might have
worked; and several openings from the Prophets
volume of The SaintJohns Bible. Featuring the
work of Shelomo ben Buya'a at one end, the
eleventh-centuty scribe to whom the Aleppo
Codex is attributed (long honored with the
Leningrad Codex for being the earliest known
copy of the Hebrew Bible until the scrolls were
discovered), and the work ofDonaldJackson at
the other end, this coda shows that the tradition
at Qrmran hardly vanished with the Essenes.

My only complaint with the exhibit is that
at this point you were ushered up a stairwell
right into the bookstore where consumerism
awaited you, despite the sobering experience you
hadn t even begun to digest. This arrangement
also ran the risk oflosing viewers for a full-
length showing of Ancient Qumran, placed
in a room across the hall. (Robert R. Cargill, a
doctoral student in Second Temple Judaism and
Archaeology at UCLA who has created the film
as part of his dissertation, recently informed
me that the film will be available to the public
through its website, virtualqumran.com, and it
is a wonderful resource for anyone interested.)
Not that I didn t take advantage of the bookstore.
When in Rome, they say, even on the heels of an
exhibit about a community destroyed by Rome.
So I bought myselfthe catalogue, a book, and a
bit of bric-a-brac: a miniature replica of a scroll
jar from the Israel Antiquities Authority. Back
home in Brooklyn, I opened it to unroll a thin
paper copy of a long portion of the Temple scroll
spanning chapters z8-43 oflsaiah. Though I
couldn t put my finger on it, somewhere on the
right-hand side lay verse 3o:8 -'And now, go,
write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it
in a book, that it may be for the time to come
as a witness for ever." The scribes of Qumran
would appreciate the San Diego Natural History
Museum for the role it has played in celebrating
the legacy oftheir fidelity to that edict.

Book
THEMAKING OF APOSTAGE STAMP

Designing the Mentoing Stamp
By Lance Hidy
Kat Ran Press, zooT

By lerry Kelly . Someone intimately involved with
this book warned me that it may seem to be a bit
ofoverkill: 6o pages devote to a stamp about
L.25 x r.S inches in size. I was prepared to agree
with him. However, I should have known that
Lance Hid;r, one the finest graphic artists active
today-and one of the most intelligent-would
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